
Our Lady Help of Christians School 

Wendouree 

 

2021 

Annual Report to the School Community 

 
 
 
 

 

Registered School Number: 1638 

  

 
 

  

 
 



Our Lady Help of Christians School  |  Wendouree 

 

2021 Annual Report to the School Community  1 

Table of Contents 

Contact Details .............................................................................................................................................. 2 

Minimum Standards Attestation .................................................................................................................... 2 

Governing Authority Report ........................................................................................................................... 3 

Our School Vision & Mission ......................................................................................................................... 4 

School Overview ............................................................................................................................................ 5 

Principal’s Report .......................................................................................................................................... 6 

School Advisory Council Report .................................................................................................................... 8 

Catholic School Culture ................................................................................................................................. 9 

Community Engagement ............................................................................................................................. 11 

Leadership & Stewardship........................................................................................................................... 12 

Learning & Teaching ................................................................................................................................... 15 

Wellbeing ..................................................................................................................................................... 22 

Child Safe Standards ................................................................................................................................... 25 

 



Our Lady Help of Christians School  |  Wendouree 

 

2021 Annual Report to the School Community  2 

Contact Details 

ADDRESS 
480A Gillies Street 

Wendouree VIC 3355 

PRINCIPAL Leigh Bradshaw 

GOVERNING AUTHORITY Diocese of Ballarat Catholic Education Limited 

TELEPHONE 03 5339 4726 

EMAIL principal@olhcwendouree.catholic.edu.au 

WEBSITE www.olhcwendouree.catholic.edu.au 

E NUMBER E2064 

 

Minimum Standards Attestation 

I, Leigh Bradshaw, attest that Our Lady Help of Christians School is compliant with: 

• All of the requirements for the minimum standards and other requirements for the 

registration of schools as specified in the Education and Training Reform Act 2006 (Vic) 

and the Education and Training Reform Regulations 2017 (Vic), except where the school 

has been granted an exemption from any of these requirements by the VRQA 

• Australian Government accountability requirements related to the 2021 school year under 

the Australian Education Act 2013 (Cth) and the Australian Education Regulations 2013 

(Cth) 

• The Child Safe Standards prescribed in Ministerial Order No.870 - Child Safe Standards, 

Managing Risk of Child Abuse in Schools. 

22/03/2022 

 

NOTE: The School’s financial performance information has been provided to the Australian Charities and Not-for-

profits Commission (ACNC) and will be available for the community to access from their website at www.acnc.gov.au  

 

http://www.acnc.gov.au/
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Governing Authority Report 

The governance of fifty-six schools in the Diocese of Ballarat was transferred to Diocese of 

Ballarat Catholic Education Limited (DOBCEL) on 01 January 2021. Thus, beginning an exciting 

and challenging first year of governance under DOBCEL and continuing the long partnership 

between all schools of the Diocese and Catholic Education Ballarat (CEB) of continual 

improvement of learning outcomes for the students in the schools of the Diocese. 

COVID-19 continued to cast a long shadow over the communities in the Diocese. Our students, 

their families and our dedicated staff are to be commended for their ability to move from one mode 

of learning to another with very short notice.  The true impact on learners may not be known for 

years. We may well reflect on the 'challenging and uncertain times of COVID' in a similar way to 

the those reflected on the Spanish Flu a century ago. We will remember with awe the commitment 

of our school communities, those who lead them and their staff. We will also speak of the 

resilience of the children of this generation in meeting a 'new normal' and often leading our wider 

communities in an optimistic response. 

In 2021, our school communities and CEB have maintained a strong focus on reviewing and 

updating policies, procedures and practices that reflect the new governance model and continuing 

their commitment to providing safe, learning environments for all learners. 

I thank the priests of our school communities for their ongoing pastoral care and ministry, without 

the demands of Governance resting on their shoulders. I acknowledge and thank the Principals 

of our schools for their committed leadership, care and support of their school community. 

I commend this Annual Report to the School Community as a summary of the many achievements 

in supporting the learning needs of our students. 

 

Tom Sexton 

Executive Director 

Diocese of Ballarat Catholic Education Limited 
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Our School Vision & Mission 
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School Overview 

Our Lady Help of Christians School has serviced the needs of Catholic families in the parish areas 

of Learmonth, Waubra, Miner's Rest and Wendouree for 60 years. The school has a rich tradition 

and a strong commitment to social justice, based on the wonderful contributions and charism of 

the Sisters of Mercy over many decades. 

 

Our school is a School Wide Positive Behaviour School. Our focus is Respectful, Responsible 

and Resilient in our words, thoughts and actions. The diversity within our school definitely 

enriches our school community and one of our inclusive maxims is "Every face has a place."  

 

Our school benefits from the expertise of the Catholic Education Office Student Services. We 

invite Educational Psychologists, Speech Therapists, as well as other professionals such as child 

therapists, School Nurse, financial counsellor, disability advocates or case managers to best 

support the individual needs of those in our community.  

 

We focus on the spiritual, moral, social, emotional and intellectual development of each child. We 

provide an atmosphere in which each child's natural creativity can emerge and where each child 

is stimulated to an appreciation of life in all its areas; in particular positive relationships. Parents 

feel welcome and experience a real sense of belonging. Contact with the staff and personal 

involvement is strongly encouraged.  

 

We strive to foster mutual respect, responsibility and service within our school community. We 

treat each person as an individual in the image of God. We aim to promote justice and the dignity 

of everyone, building relationships of Faith, care and support, which characterise our school's 

vision. 

 

As we open ourselves back up to our community after many challenges in 2020 and 2021, we 

are looking forward to sharing our school story once again. 
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Principal’s Report 

2021 Graduation Address 

Today is a celebration of all that is good about our school. 

It is wonderful to see among you the positive energy that comes on Graduation Day. 

I am excited about the future for each of our students graduating today. You have the potential to 

be all you want to be. 

Seeing all of you here today is a testament to the achievements of our graduates and to the love 

and support they have received over the years from their parents and families, the staff and the 

whole school community. 

I feel so much pride today as I stand here: pride for our school and pride for our graduates of 

2021. Your resilience is inspirational and your drive to succeed delights me.  Each one of you has 

worked very hard to realise your full potential. You have worked towards achieving your goals in 

a very determined way. 

Each of you has grown in a way that you should be so proud of and you are now ready to transition 

to a new exciting chapter in your lives.  

Can I take this opportunity to thank all parents and carers for your tremendous support and 

willingness to encourage your child's education in our school? We value and acknowledge the 

support and contribution of our parent community in making our school a better place for 

everyone.  

Thanks to our staff. Like any production behind the scenes, there is a huge commitment going 

into each day and an eagerness to be the very best educators they can be. It is a privilege for me 

to work with this staff, who have such a skill-set and expertise in education. Their dedication to 

educating the students in our school is enormous. 

Vivian Lunt is leaving us after a year as our Centacare Chaplain. Viv has made such an impact 

on those she has met with over the course of the year and we thank her for her care and support 

of our community. 

Julie Molloy has worked across our school and is preparing for a new adventure, teaching at St 

Brigid's Ballan next year. We wish her well. 

Sharon Wallis has walked alongside all of us for many years and her contribution to our lives is 

immense. We wish Sharon all of our blessings as she prepares for retirement.  

Similar to our graduates, Mrs Lewis is preparing for a new adventure in 2021. After many roles 

across our school, we are looking forward to hearing about her travelling adventures across 

Australia and her time with her grandchildren.  We will all miss you, Stana, and the very special 

way you became a parent or nana to everyone. 

Paddy has held just about every role a school can offer in his 42 years.  His compassion and care 

are difficult to replicate, if you want to know anything about anyone in Ballarat, ask Paddy. Not 

bad for a Bendigo boy. Paddy, I am grateful for having the opportunity to teach with you, to 

Principal with you, to have robust discussions with you and to learn from you, as is everyone here 

tonight.  

To our families leaving us this year after their time at Our Lady Help of Christians: thank you for 

the contribution you have made to make our school what it is today.  
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We send you with much love from Our Lady Help of Christians' family - we will always carry you 

with us and are always here if you need us. 
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School Advisory Council Report 

The following letter is from Kate Ferguson on behalf of the School Advisory Council. 

 

To the amazing staff at Our Lady's 

The last 18 months have been strange, with moments of normality interspersed with lockdowns. 

Our children went from being carefree school kids to children adapting to isolation and learning 

from home. 

For parents, it's been hard.  We've had to get used to life where we are supervisors of our kids' 

learning, whilst attempting to keep things as normal as possible.  I, for one, have categorically 

determined that I am not cut out for it.  (My children would agree)  

But that's nothing on what you have had to do.  You have had to pivot into home learning so many 

times, I feel dizzy thinking about it.  I'm not even going to pretend that I understand everything 

you've been doing, because I can't even imagine the difficulty in being a teacher in a world battling 

COVID-19.  But you have done it all, whilst continuing with your own lives.  In some cases that 

involves supervising your own children at home and caring for others, effectively doubling up on 

your work loads, which are already huge!  

So, on behalf of the school advisory council, thank you!  Every lockdown you've managed to keep 

the kids engaged and learning with smiles on their faces.  This one seems especially hard, but 

we are in awe of the work you have put in to keep our kids' education ticking along.   

Hopefully this won't go on much longer but, if it does, we know that you will be there to support 

and educate our kids and kick butts doing it.  

Thank you, you are all ridiculously amazing and are doing a brilliant job!  

Thanks  

Kate Ferguson 

Chairperson 

On behalf of Our Lady Help of Christians School Advisory Council 
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Catholic School Culture 

Goals & Intended Outcomes 

To engage in the mission of the Church reflected in our teaching and witnessing to justice and 

peace.  

"An authentic faith - which is never comfortable or completely personal - always involves a deep 

desire to change the world, to transmit values, to leave this earth somehow better than we found 

it."  (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium) 

Achievements 

2021 once again called on us all to draw upon our faith and our sense of community at Our Lady 

Help of Christians. With a continuation of lockdowns and restrictions, we proved our flexibility to 

be a community of faith as we explored different ways to pray together.  

Our year levels celebrated beginning-of-year liturgies in their 'bubbles' and, although we were in 

different spaces, we shared the same prayers and songs.  We were able to share Holy Week with 

our school community and families in an outdoor setting this year, on our school oval. As the 

children told the story of Holy Week, we moved to different locations with camp chairs to listen 

together. It was a perfect way to share Holy Week together. 

Our online meetings for students began with a prayer, just as our school day would in the 

classroom. Even staff meetings were held online, with time reserved at the beginning to pray 

together.  

We saw families gather together from our homes all across Ballarat to prepare online for the 

Sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist. This was a new way of working with our Parish and 

was very successful. The children and their families celebrated their Sacraments together in our 

Church.  

Our Lady Help of Christians Feast Day was also celebrated online with a digital liturgy. Students 

were invited to create an artwork depicting Mary, which was shared with the school community.  

The teaching team was supported by the Catholic Education Office and participated in online 

learning to strengthen our understanding of spiritual capabilities when creating our Religious 

Education units.  

Most importantly, we celebrated 60 Years of Catholic Education in Wendouree. We were able to 

share our school's history and memories through our social media, connecting with past pupils, 

staff and families.  We hope to celebrate 61 years in person in 2022. 

There were many emotions when the Grade 6 students, their families and teachers gathered 

together in our church for the Graduation Mass. After such a tumultuous year, it was a blessing 

for us to be together in the church to celebrate our Grade 6 graduates after an unforgettable final 

year of primary school.  

Although we were faced with many challenges during 2021, it also gave our school community 

the opportunity to show the strength and resilience that resides in us. 
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VALUE ADDED 

• Welcome liturgies 

• Burning of the Ashes 

• Daily prayer in class and online during remote learning 

• Staff weekly prayer online 

• Mother's Day and Father's Day Liturgies 

• Caritas fund-raising 

• Whole School Weekly Prayer (when able) 

• Student team building and preparing the Christmas display in our church foyer 

• Sacraments: online and face-to-face 

• Celebrating 60 years of Catholic Education in Wendouree 

• Celebrating our end-of-year Assembly and Graduation together in our Parish Church 

• -Mini Vinnes continued to work throughout the year to support our local community with 

online events 
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Community Engagement 

Goals & Intended Outcomes 

Build a culture that reflects ongoing commitment to promote the wellbeing of students, staff and 

the broader school community 

Achievements 

Throughout 2021, the focus for this area became engagement and partnership with our families. 

Each family had a unique experience of COVID-19 and lockdowns and this needed to be 

respected without judgement.  

Our teaching staff continued to contact families weekly, either by telephone or email, to discuss 

their child's learning at home. Due to the success of more personalised contact, this has continued 

into 2022. One of our Learning Support Team became a whole school wellbeing contact, emailing 

all families each week with ideas for time away from screens, and introducing fun family 

challenges to share. 

We were all very grateful to return to school in term 4 and be able to celebrate the Sacrament of 

Eucharist together along with our Final Assembly and Year 6 Graduation. 

Our School Advisory Council successfully created an action plan for Community Engagement 

which they will continue in 2022. 

 

PARENT SATISFACTION 

Parents are encouraged to meet with teachers and the Leadership team to share feedback on 

their school experiences. We are focussed on every staff member knowing every child and this 

is evident when observing our school playground and at the end of the school day. A school 

Involvement survey is distributed each March for families to become involved in school life. 
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Leadership & Stewardship 

Goals & Intended Outcomes 

• To build capacity for leadership in all staff through individual Professional Learning Plans 

• To build a focus on sustainability and resource management in the school 

Achievements 
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EXPENDITURE AND TEACHER PARTICIPATION IN PROFESSIONAL LEARNING 

Description of Professional Learning undertaken in 2021 

• Misty Adenou - English Writing 

• Japanese language 

• Respectful Relationships 

• Sisters of Mercy Professional Learning  

• ReLATE - Mackillop Family Services 

• In School Staff Led Professional Learning based upon expertise, Maths, English, SWPBS 

• Leading 4 Learning 

Number of teachers who participated in PL in 2021 14 

Average expenditure per teacher for PL $300 

 

TEACHER SATISFACTION 

Feedback works in a continuous cycle at Our Lady Help of Christians School. Feedback is 

sought from staff on a number of occasions through a number of different forums. Overall, our 

staff was positive at Our Lady Help of Christians School and the changes occurring in alignment 

of our school goals.  

Another method to measure teacher satisfaction is through the Annual Review Meeting process 

where most staff indicated they felt supported by Leadership and were clear on the expectations 

of their roles.  The introduction of ReLATE through MacKillop Family Services and the 

continuation for School Wide Positive Behaviour in Schools (SWPBS) has ensured Staff 

WellBeing, as well as Student WellBeing, is at the forefront of school decision-making. 

 

TEACHING STAFF ATTENDANCE RATE 

Teaching Staff Attendance Rate 85.0% 

 

ALL STAFF RETENTION RATE 

Staff Retention Rate 88.5% 
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TEACHER QUALIFICATIONS 

Doctorate 0.0% 

Masters 14.3% 

Graduate 14.3% 

Graduate Certificate 7.1% 

Bachelor Degree 64.3% 

Advanced Diploma 42.9% 

No Qualifications Listed 7.1% 

 

STAFF COMPOSITION 

Principal Class (Headcount) 1.0 

Teaching Staff (Headcount) 15.0 

Teaching Staff (FTE) 12.8 

Non-Teaching Staff (Headcount) 10.0 

Non-Teaching Staff (FTE) 7.1 

Indigenous Teaching Staff (Headcount) 0.0 
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Learning & Teaching 

Goals & Intended Outcomes 

To build teacher capacity through an aligned learning and teaching program that delivers a 

consistent, clearly documented sequenced plan, focussing on English 
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Achievements 
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STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES  

Please see Curriculum Leader's report for this information. 
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PROPORTION OF STUDENTS MEETING THE MINIMUM STANDARDS 

NAPLAN TESTS 2019 

 

 % 

2020 

 

  

2019 – 2020 

Changes 

 

2021 

 

 % 

2020 – 2021 

Changes 

 

  * *  * 

YR 03 Grammar & 
Punctuation 

95.8 - - 100.0 - 

YR 03 Numeracy 95.8 - - 100.0 - 

YR 03 Reading 95.8 - - 100.0 - 

YR 03 Spelling 87.5 - - 87.5 - 

YR 03 Writing 100.0 - - 100.0 - 

YR 05 Grammar & 
Punctuation 

91.3 - - 95.2 - 

YR 05 Numeracy 95.8 - - 91.3 - 

YR 05 Reading 87.0 - - 95.2 - 

YR 05 Spelling 91.3 - - 90.5 - 

YR 05 Writing 91.7 - - 100.0 - 

 

* There are no NAPLAN results to report in 2020 as the Australian Government decided that due 

to the COVID-19 pandemic NAPLAN Assessments would not take place. 

** Data cannot be reported for this year as the number of students that sat the test was below 5 

and the data has been suppressed for privacy reasons in accordance with the ACARA NAPLAN 

data reporting provisions. 

*** No students sat the NAPLAN tests in this year level and in one or both of the relevant years. 
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Wellbeing 

Goals & Intended Outcomes 

To sustainably incorporate student voice into all areas of our school, where student voice is 

respected and valued 

Achievements 

Student wellbeing is an integral part of child development and the learning experience.  

We use The School Wide Positive Behaviour Schools (SWPBS) framework to help us develop a 

positive school community with integrated Social and Emotional Learning for our students.  

Our school mantra of Respectful, Responsible and Resilient is at the foundation of all we do: 

students, staff and community. 

Over remote learning, we continued with our fortnightly Blitz and feelings focus with the children 

sharing ideas for these. Staff check -ns for families increased and we were able to refer families 

for support across time. Our Catholic Care worker continued to see students and families virtually 

throughout 2021. This was a great support for all involved and continued the strong relationships 

that had begun in term 1. 

We provide weekly Social and Emotional Learning lessons to teach about emotions, and target 

the social and personal behaviours that will help all our students be successful in regulating their 

own behaviour and getting along with others.  

We continued our work with Respectful Relationships and began our school's relationship with 

ReLATE and MacKillop Family Services. 

'Peaceful Kids' returned in Term 4 with four groups of four students participating across the term. 

'Drumbeat' also returned with a virtual concert at the end, shared with families online. 

We continued to use the 'Stop Walk Talk' program as part of our bullying prevention strategy. 
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VALUE ADDED 

 

 

STUDENT SATISFACTION 

Students have a strong sense of belonging within the Our Lady Help of Christians community. 

Our feedback from students through playground surveys and data suggest that our focus on 
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Social and Emotional Learning enables students to feel supported and safe and secure while 

attending Our Lady help of Christians. Insight SRC data demonstrates the wellbeing of students 

and their relationships within our school community are viewed as positive.  

 

STUDENT ATTENDANCE 

In our second year of lockdowns and remote learning, student engagement and attendance 

came to the forefront. Classroom teachers had weekly contact with each family to put in place 

the best support for regular attendance at Google Meets.  Children participated in small group, 

whole class and whole school Meets across the week, with teachers in regular contact with all 

children in Years 3-6 via email or Google Classroom. 

A bigger challenge came in the weeks after returning to school. Our strong focus on wellbeing 

before COVID-19 provided for students and families an understanding of the supports we will 

put in place to meet the individual needs of each child. 

 

AVERAGE STUDENT ATTENDANCE RATE BY YEAR LEVEL  

Y01 88.1% 

Y02 89.1% 

Y03 93.1% 

Y04 90.1% 

Y05 91.9% 

Y06 94.4% 

Overall average attendance 91.1% 
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Child Safe Standards 

Goals & Intended Outcomes 

To embed Child Safe Standards across our school community and within remote learning periods 

Achievements 

Our Lady Help of Christians School has worked tirelessly in the implementation of Child Safe 

Standards across our school community.  

Our Child Safety Team have methodically followed the policies and procedures that form the 

inclusion of Child Safe in our school. 

DOBCEL updated its policies early in the year to be taken on by schools. New Ministerial Orders 

were to be released in late 2021. We look forward to staff Professional Learning in 2022 to share 

this with staff. 

Our School Advisory Council includes Child Safe as an agenda item at each meeting and has 

supported the school in educating the parent community in the importance of adhesion to the 

standards, policies and procedures. 

All school volunteers and contractors participate in a non-negotiable Child Safe induction with our 

CPO and all staff have completed online modules in Mandatory Reporting, including a Child Safe 

Code of Conduct for our school. 

Child Safe Standards are included in all agendas for Staff and Leadership Meetings. All staff and 

School Advisory Council members have an induction pack with Child Safe resources including 

our policy, PROTECT website materials and Diocesan procedures. 

During lockdown, our staff attended staff meetings with a Child Safety focus to support them in 

the identification of Child Safety concerns whilst meeting online. 

 


